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“Bringing you 28 years of honest reviews”

Sisters in Crime
— Pam Ripling

It Wasn’t Easy...
But It Was Worth It!

— LaConnie Taylor Jones
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Sisters (and Brothers) in Crime:

Mystery Authors Enjoy 22 Years of
Camaraderie and Support

Jeff Sherratt is used to being asked why the
six-foot tall mystery author is called a “sister.”
“'m proud to be one,” Sherratt assures. “If it
wasn’t for some of my sisters, | doubt I'd be
where | am today.”

Where he is is on the path to a successful career in crime
fiction, and the “sisters” he talks about are members of the
national writers’ organization, Sisters in Crime (“SinC”). Since
joining the Los Angeles chapter in 2005, Sherratt [The Brim-
stone Murders: A Jimmy O’Brien Mystery, Echelon Press,
April 2008] has attended book events, conferences and trade
shows, has taken part in lively discussions via a variety of
SinC internet listservs, and benefitted from a multitude of
craft, networking and marketing efforts engendered by the
group. “Opportunities abound,” Jeff tells prospective mem-
bers. “You can’t go wrong joining this worthwhile organiza-
tion.”

It would appear that Sherratt is not alone. Sisters in Crime
currently offers networking, advice and support to 3,400
members world-wide, including authors, readers, publishers,
agents, booksellers and librarians. Founded in 1986 by Sara
Paretsky and her female peers, SinC’s mission is “To com-
bat discrimination against women in the mystery field, edu-
cate publishers and the general public as to the inequities in
the treatment of female authors, raise the level of awareness
of their contributions to the field, and promote the profes-
sional advancement of women who write mysteries.” Why,
then, are Jeff Sherratt and other male writers members?

“Men have always been welcome and belonged to SinC,”
explains Judy Clemens, current President of Sisters, “but we
have no idea who was the first or when the first dotted line
was signed. We also don't keep track of gender informa-
tion.” A quick look at their online roster (members choosing
to list their website links) reveals approximately 14% regis-
tered with masculine first names. According to their bylaws,
membership in SinC is open to “all persons worldwide who
have a special interest in mystery writing and in furthering
the purposes of Sisters in Crime, Inc.,” as defined in their
mission statement. As the Sisters’ dedicated contingent grew
and created an institutional presence at national and regional
book events, writers of both genders began to see the ben-
efits of associating with the now prestigious organization.

Mighael Mallory, author of
€rime fiction, children's
mysteries and animation
expert at the 2008 L.A.
Times Festival of Books.
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